Monday, June 25, 2007

My first few days in Beijing have been absolutely amazirgpent Wednesday and
Thursday nights getting to know the CEI group bedteat exploring the cityOur Chinese
roommates moved into the dorms on Friday night and...[o]rr&atwe spent the end day on
a Beijing scavengdrunt | have to say that | was not exactly excited about waking up early on a
Saturday morning for a scavenger hunt, but it ended up being a really fun way to get to know our
roommates and to see sooféhe major areas of Beijin@ur roommates had heard that the
prize for winning the scavenger hunt was 200 RMB to spend on dinner, so they were very
focused on winning and not on waiting for us to explore the places that veal vigieir efforts
to keep ugocused paid off; we ended upibg one of the winning groups!
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ABOVE: Anna V\/)‘/attAanUiIIin Goldenthalat the Forbidden Cify

€ My parents would never believe that their4@ina vegetarian daughter was eating
(and enjoying) lamb kebobs from thieeets of Beijing, but surprisingly they are one of my
favorite faods herel have found it entertaining watchthe other students adjust to food in
Chinai the lower levels of sanitation, the complete fexistence of the concept of
vegetarianism (evevegetable dishes are usually cooked in animal fat), and of cosirsg chop
sticks.l tried to live off of eggs, fruit, andrackers for my first week China, and now | am the
first one tostop for kebobs or dumplings from the street vendswd knowthat the peanut butter
and jelly sandwich phase will soon pass for the rest of the group as well.

Lunch €é on Sund a ydaloatitartmg myrineeanshipfgundeout thatt e
the company | am working for has been completely restructured siaceiVed the business
plan two months agb | guess that is my first lessol entrepreneurship in Beijing.oday we
had our first day of Chinese language classes| am really ready tstart interningl am



worried that the 6 credit hours we are takin addition to our internships will take away from

my ability either to devote time to my work or to exploreravel in the Beijing aredhe group

still tends to stay close to campus for the most part, and | am hoping this will change when we
start ou internships and are forced taty get out and see the city.

Tuesday, July 3, 2007

Yesterday was a big dayboth my 2% birthday andhe first day of my internshif-he
commute was quite an experiericpacking into busses and the subway kitimdreds of hot
and sweaty peopld.am not sure what | think about my internship soi fae found out
yesterday that the two partners who had designetkthaology left the companyAlready |
am learning that in entrepreneurship things do not turthewvay that you expect that they will.

Thursday, July 11, 2007

A few nights ago | had an interesting conv:
told me that in China who you know is much more important that what you know wheareg/o
trying to geta good jobl also learned that Party members are hotaowed t o | i ve abr

surprised when she asked me if the United States was a aadéef@l Chinese people to live.
Apparently the stateun Chinese news publicized the beating of a Chinese wam@hicago a
few years ago, an event thatd not remember hearing abotihis was enough to give her the
perception that the United States might not lsafa place for Chinese peoplde most
enjoyable part of having a Chinese rooaienso far has bedrying to understand the way she
views the world and the forces that have shaped her pemet comparison to my own...

Anna and roomamte Mei Miao



Spending time in our office constantly makes me think about the company culture
discussions that wiead in the Scientific Workshop class with Lowry Caudill and Holden Thorp[

[and] cultivaing a positive company culture.6 ve | earned first hand the
managers work with one another and portray themselves to their gtaffneed to ingpe your
staff to be able to get a successful business

takes to start a company.

Monday, July 16, 2007

This past weekend was oneroy favorite in Beijing so farAndreworganized a day long
white water rafting trip for 13 people from the CEI group and another group studying Chinese
language at Capital Norméniversity. Like many things in China, the trip ended up being
amazing but not at all whate expectedWhen we arrived at the river viiscovered that the
pictures that the guide had sent us of the rafts and the rapids were not pictunes wewvould
actually be doinglnstead we boarded bright yellowtypoe r son r afts that reset
pool floats and were given miniature péithat someone compared to the serving utensils used
at his office lunchesrThe river was very calm and slow moving, better suited for tubing than
rafting, but after we got over the initial di
we werepromised, the grquended up having a great tinTée river wound trough some of the
most beautiful mountains | have ever seen and | saw the first birdithe¢ seen in over two
months.We stopped to eat lunch on the riverbank and were able to cpritiewside of a
mountain for an amazing view and some of the best pictures that | have taken throughout the
entire trip.




Living with a Chinese roommate was one of the parts of the programvtiaatrhost
nervous aboubefore arriving in Beijing beaese | am so used to having my own bedroom and
personal space, but it has ended up being one
conversation that we had begun earlier in the week about finding jobs in China and she re
emphasized her view thabnnections are more important to finding a gamwip China than
what you know[My roommate] is currently studying for her graduate entrance exams and hopes
to go to law school so that she catbme a lawyer like her fathéhe also revealed that her
uncle is [a bank executive] and would help her find a good job if she passed the entrance exams
and was accepted at a good |l aw school; and if

Tuesday, July 24, 2007

On Monday a group of UNC representatives visitadesof our internship placements in
Beijing and tookour group out to a nice dinndmeally enjoyed getting to see Buck Goldstein
and Holden Thorp, two incredible professors that | have been lucky enough to take classes with
through the entrepreneurshipggram.Buck compared visiting us in China to checking on his
own children, a comment that | think embodies the unparalleled level of commitment that the
leaders of this program have to their students and to creating an entrepreneurial UNC
comnunity, bothat home and abroatlalso received permission to travel to Inner Mongolia next
weekend so | am very excited to start planning my trip!
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ABOVE: UNC representatives check in with the CEI students in Beijing



A few nights ago | had a conversation with mpmmate about Chinese universities and
the education system. She told me that the university she wants to attend here in Beijing for law
school, which she considers to be Chinabs pr e
universities woldwide that she saw recentlghe asked me if | knew why this was so and |
really did not have any idea what to tell her. We also talked about two isfue$act that many
of Chinads top students are | eavingyWheel count
expressed how much | liked China, she replied that it was because | have only been here for a
short time and that if she was one of these top students she would leave China as well. Our
discussion of the one child policy focused on how she thabhghbeing an only child had made
many of her peers more selfish or seghtered than they should be. | was surprised to find
myself having to argue in favor of China and
have a balanced discussion, &#e®e her views were so strongly opposedtiat | would expect
them to be.

Thursday, August 2, 2007

Visiting Inner Mongolia this past weekend with Merrybelle Guo, a UNC Junior, was one
of the most incredible things | have done in China. Merrybglfiient in Chinese and |
absolutely would not have been able to see this part of China the way | did withdiveher.
booked last minute train tickets to Baotou, printed some itinerary ideas from Beijing tourism
websites, and left Beijing excited for wkaer the weekend had in store for us.
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ABOVE: UNC students visitirigner Mongolian grasslands region

The train ride to and from Inner Mongolia was also an@yening experience for me. |
saw people spit on the floor of the train, clean earwax otiteaf ears, and cough and lean on



strangers, all practices that are very much taboo in the US. Likewise | experienced this lack of a
concept of personal space or privacy with our Mongolian tour guide in the grasslands who
though nothing of walking into ar yurt unannounced to use our bathroom or sit on our beds and
chat. While these aspects made me rather unco
general willingness to be friendly and helpful if approached, which made me feel much safer
traveling wth another female. Everyone that we met went out of the way to help us and seemed
genuinely interested in knowing where we were from and why we were in Inner Mongolia.
Merrybelle and | were able to visit a sand gorge, the grasslands, and two of Inner Mang 6 s
largest cities over the course of a long weekend. This trip also greatly increased my confidence
in my abilities to travel independently and without a set schedule before leaving, although | also
discovered that this approach to travel requires dmoguage skills and a lot of patience, which

can be exhausting.

ABOVE, Left: Musicians in th@ner Mongolian grasslands region. Right: meeting camels in the sand
dunes(Inner Magnolia is an autonomous region of China; Mongolia is a isgpaountry)

Tuesday, August 14, 2007

| spent my last weekend in Beijing preparing for my finals on Thursday, shopping for last
minute souvenirs, and visiting some of my favorite sites...On Saturday | went back to my
favorite outdoor market in Benjg that sells everything from antiques (and plenty of fake
antiques) to art, jewelry, furniture and stone statues. | ended up buying some incredible wooden
paintings after talking to an art dealer from Boulder, Colorado who buys them at the market for
$10o0r less and sells them in theags for $170. Our conversation made me think about how
strange it will be going home to US prices.

Il am consistently shocked by Chinese peopl
ask me how much something cogter example, when my roommate told me that her father had
purchased an apartment for her in Beijing, she included the price in her description along with
the details | would expect such as location, size, number of bedrooms, etc. Likewise, a Chinese
girl in my office announced to the whole office how much her monthly budget is and that she
spends most of her money on fobd. st i | | candét get over the fact
| have here on vacation than the Chinese roommates seem to have total,rancthmate even



